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L Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
j I the international application as originally filed 
the description: 



1-18 



, as originally filed 
. filed* with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 



1-13 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 



, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 



1/4-4/4 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages ^ 

pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were availab e ^fomished to Ihrs Authonty m the language m which 

I Se inteffionalS)pli<^on Was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this ^Uch is: I 

eS^te w^ avaUable or fiimishedto this Auth<mty in the foUowmg language • 

□ the language of a translaUon flimished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
n the language ofpublicationofthemtemational application (under Rule 48.3(b)). „ , „, 

□ the language of the tnmslation &mished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under R«le 55.2 and/ 

1 3 With any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence <«sdosed in the international appUcation. the international 

' preSntaS examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing. 
I I contained in the international J«>plication in written form. 

□ filed togeflier witii tiie international appUcation in computer readable form. 
[~~| furnished subsequently to tills Authority to writtai form. 

n fiimished subsequently to this Autiiority in computer readable form. . ^ , • .v. 

□ TTie statement tiiat the subsequentiy fiimished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure m the 
international application as filed has been ftaiished. 

□ L statement tiiat the toformation recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listmg has 
been fiimished. 

1 4. nH The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



n THis report has been estabUshed as if (some of) tiie amendments had not been mad^ since tiiey have been considered to go 
5. I I bqrond file disclosure as filed, as mdicatcd in tfie Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

I ^^'^^^^hcmerU sheet containing such antendments must be re^^^^ I and annexed to this report 
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I V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial ^plicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Chums 
Claims 

Claims 

Claims 



2, 7 



1, 3-6, 8-13 



1-13 



1-13 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 



1. Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: FR-A-2 781 925 (COMMISSARIAT ENERGIE 

ATOMIQUE) 4 February 2000 
D2: US-A-2001/0051415 (LARSON ET AL) 

13 December 2001 
D3: FR-A-2 809 867 (COMMISSARIAT ENERGIE 
ATOMIQUE) 7 December 2001 

2. For tlie following reasons, claim 1 does not define 
subject matter that would meet the PCT novelty and 
inventive step requirements (PCT l^tide 33(2) and 
(3)) : 

Dl describes (the references in brackets are to that 
document) : 

a) a support handle with a face used as an adherence 
surface (Dl: figure 3, reference sign 10); 

b) a method of preparing a front face of a plate, 
said method comprising the high-frequency etching of 
an Si02 oxide plate (a method of rendering the front 
face of a plate non-planar, i.e. perf orming 

FonnPCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 



2.1 
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2.2 



2.3 



incomplete planarization) to obtain a level of 
adherence energy between a first value, 
corresponding to the minimum level of adherence 
energy compatible with a subsequent thinning stage, 
and a second value, corresponding to the maximum 
level of adherence energy compatible with the 
subsequent separation stage (Dl: figure 2, reference 
signs 2, 6 and 8; page 8, line 33, to page 9, line 
17; page 10, lines 22 to 25; page 11, lines 12 to 
27) ; 

c) joining of the front face of the plate to the 
adherence surface of the support handle by molecular 
adhesion (Dl: figure 3, reference signs 2, 6, 8 and 
10; page 9, lines 18 to 26) ; 

d) thinning of the plate from its rear face until 
the thin layer is obtained (Dl: figure 4; page 9, 
line 27, to page 10, line 2); and 

e) transfer of the surface elements of the thin 
layer to a useful support, involving separation from 
the support handle (Dl: figure 8). 

Therefore Dl implicitly describes a method of 
^Uncomplete planarization" for controlling adherence 
energy by altering the roughness of a surface (Dl: 
page 9, lines 9 to 17; page 11, lines 16 to 21). 

Therefore the subject matter of claim 1 is not novel 
(PCT Article 33 (2) ) . 



2.4 The problem addressed by the present invention can 

be considered that of efficaciously preparing a face 
of a plate in order to obtain a desired level of 
adherence energy. 
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2.5 For the following reasons, the solution to this 
problem pr^osed in claim 1 of the present 
application is likewise not considered to involve an 
inventive step (POT Article 33 (3) ) : 

2.5.1 It is well known, from D2, for example, to create 
voids in order to obtain an incompletely planar i zed 
face, and thus the desired level of adherence energy 
(see D2: paragraph [0035]). It is also well known, 
from D3, for example, to clean, i.e. planarize, a 
face of a plate in order to control adherence forces 
(see.D3: page 20, lines 17 to 20). 

2.5.2 The methods mentioned in D2 and D3 all describe 
^"incomplete planarization" . Each method is thus only 
one of the many possibilities which a person skilled 
in the art might choose, according to the 
circumstances, for the purposes of incomplete 
planarization as per claim 1, and solve the problem 
of interest, without thereby being inventive. 

******** 



3, For the following reasons, dependent claims 2 to 13 
do not contain any features which, combined with the 
features of emy of the claims to which claims 2 to 
13 refer, might define subject matter which would 
meet the POT novelty and/or inventive step 
requirements (POT ILctide 33(2) and (3)): 

3.1 The features in claims 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11/ 12 
and 13 are known from Dl (see Dl: figure 8; page 8, 
line 33, to page 9, line 17; page 10, lines 22 to 
25; page 11, lines 12 to 27). 
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Therefore the subject matter of claims 3 to 6 and 8 
to 13 is neither novel nor inventive (PCT Article 
33(2) and (3)) . 

3.2 Dl describes a cutting stage from which the subject 
matter of claim 7 differs in that the cutting stage 
is carried out by combining a stage in which the 
thin layer is deeply etched with a sawing stage. 

This solution is not considered inventive (PCT 
Article 33(3)) because the sawing feature is one of 
several well known, conventional measures for a 
person skilled in the art, who may select it, 
according to the circumstances, to solve the problem 
of interest, without thereby being inventive. 

3,3 The feature in claim 2 is only one of many possible 
regions which a person skilled in the art might 
select, according to the circiomstances, to solve the 
problem of interest, without thereby being 
inventive . 

Therefore the subject matter of claims 2 and 7 is 
not considered inventive (PCT Article 33 (3) ) . 

******** 



Claims 1 to 13 meet the PCT industrial applicability 
requirements (PCT Article 33 (4) ) . 
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